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1 . N. NAVARATNARAJAH, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
AND EOEIGN AFEARIS (MDFA) MIDDLE EAST AND EAST ASIA DIVISION, 

WHO HANDLED DETAILS OE CAMBODIAN VISIT REPORTED REFTEL, TOLD 
EMBASSY OFFICERS MARCH 29 THAT lENG SARY'S VISIT HAD GONE MUCH 
AS PREDICTED. ONLY DEVIATION WAS THAT OFFICIAL TALKS SCHEDULED 
FOR ENTIRE DAY WERE CURTAILED AETER TWO AND HALE HOURS. 
CAMBODIANS APPEARED TO MAKE A SET PRESENTATION AND ONCE MADE, 
SEEMED TO BE AT A LOSS. THERE WAS JUST TOO LITTLE OE MUTUAL 
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INTEREST TO DISCUSS. THERE WAS NO DISCUSSION OF FUTURE EX- 
CHANGES OF VISITS OR OF POSSIBLE TRADE. ALTHOUGH CAMBODIA 
MENTIONED AVAILABILITY OF 50,000 TONS OF SURPLUS RICE, THEY 
DID NOT SUGGEST THAT IT WAS FOR SALE. 

2. VISIT RECEIVED MODERATE PRESS COVERAGE. THERE WAS ONE 
PRESS RELEASE IN WHICH lENG SARY WAS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


WHILE DOLLAR AID HAD BEEN OFFERED TO CAMBODIA, PRESENT GOVERN- 
MENT WILL REJECT ANY AID NOT OFFERED WITH SINCERE AFFECTION 
FOR CAMBODIA. SARY ADDED THAT SINCE CAMBODIA HAD NOW GAINED 
INDEPENDENCE, THERE IS NO NEED FOR SUCH AID. THE GOVERNMENT 
HAS EVERY FAITH IN ITS OWN PEOPLE AND RELIEVES COUNTRY'S 
DEVELOPMENT CAN BE ACHIEVED BY PEOPLE'S OWN EFFORTS. MDFA 
OFFICIALS WHO WERE EXPECTING CAMBODIANS TO SUGGEST A JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE WERE SURPRISED THAT CAMBODIANS DID NOT RAISE SUB- 
JECT AND NONE WAS ISSUED. 

3. IN PRIVATE MEETINGS, ACCORDING TO NAVARATNARAJAH, lENG 
SARY REAFFIRMED CAMBODIAN HARD LINE ON ACCEPTANCE OF FOREIGN 
ASSISTANCE. SARY CATEGORICLLY STATED THAT EACH NATION MUST 
HANDLE ITS OWN AFFAIRS AND THAT CAMBODIA INTENDED TO DEVELOP 
WITHOUT EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE, CONCENTRATING ITS EFFORTS PRI- 
MARILY IN AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT WHICH HE CHARACTERIZED AS 
CAMBODIA'S "CONCRETE REALITY." 

4. ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, lENG SARY EXPLAINED BORDER PROBLEMS 
WITH THAILAND, CLAIMING THAT MUCH OF THE BORDER AREA WAS CAM- 
BODIAN TERRITORY SEIZED BY THAILAND AND THAT 20,000 KHMER 
REFUGEES ARE LOCATED THERE. AMONG THESE REFUGEES IS A "FREE 
KHMER" FORCE THAT HAS BEEN OPERATING OUT OF THAILAND INTO 
CAMBODIA. THE ATTACKS ON VILLAGES IN THAILAND WERE DIRECTED 
AGAINST KHMERS, NOT THAIS. NO THAI HAD BEEN KILLED, ONLY KHMER 
TRAITORS. NAVARATNARAJAH SAID THERE WAS NOTHING IN CAMBODIAN 
PRESENTATION ON SUBJECT THAT HAD NOT APPEARED IN PAPER CAMBODIA 
SUBMITTED TO UN. THERE WAS NO MENTION OF OTHER DISSIDENTS 
OPERATING INTERNALLY WITHIN CAMBODIA. NAVARATNARAJAH INFERRED 
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FROM SARY'S EMPHASIS ON NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE AND EACH COUNTRY 
FINDING ITS OWN WAY THAT SARY WAS DENYING OBLIQUELY ANY CAM- 
BODIAN SUPPORT FOR THE THAI INSURGENCY. 

5. NAVARATNARAJAH SAID THAT ONLY SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO US 
WAS SARY'S NOTE THAT US IS NOW OUT OF INDO-CHINA, BUT THAT 
CARE MUST BE TAKEN THAT NO' OTHER" SUPER POWER TAKES ITS PLACE. 

HE RELIEVES THAT SARY WAS MAKING VEILED REFERENCE TO USSR, 
ALTHOUGH USSR WAS NEVER SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED DURING VISIT. 

6. MDFA IS STILL PERPLEXED AT TIMING AND PURPOSE OF VISIT TO 
SRI LANKA AND AT VISITS TO OTHER COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY 
SINGAPORE AND MALAYSIA. MDFA SPECULATES THAT PURPOSE OF 
LATTER VISIT MAY HAVE BEEN TO GIVE SOME SIGNAL REGARDING RE- 
LATIONS WITH THAILAND, BUT HE DIDN'T KNOW WHAT THAT SIGNAL 
MIGHT BE. THE CHINESE EMBASSY HERE DID THE LOCAL LIAISON FOR 
THE VISIT. THE SOVIETS WERE NOT INVOLVED AND WERE NOT REPRE- 
SENTED AT THE AIRPORT ARRIVAL CEREMONY. NAVARATNARAJAH BELIEVES 
CAMBODIANS ADHERED TO STRICT MAOIST LINE THROUGHOUT VISIT. 
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AS TO PURPOSE OF VISIT, HE COULD ONLY SPECULATE THAT IT MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN RELATED TO NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT AND UPCOMING NACC 
MEETING IN NEW DELHI, ALTHOUGH CAMBODIANS DID NOT SEEM TO 
EMPHASIZE NAM. ANOTHER POSSIBILITY BEING DISCUSSED WITHIN 
MDEA IS THAT SINCE VISIT FOLLOWED ON HEELS OF SRV VISIT IN 
FEBRUARY, THAT CAMBODIAN VISIT WAS A STATEMENT OF CAMBODIAN 
INDPENDENCE AND TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT SRV IS NOT A SPOKESMAN 
FOR ALL OF INDO-CHINA. 

REED 
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